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Agenda:
● What is student engagement?
● Planning for student engagement
● Engaging strategies/activities
● Engaging technology tools

LT:  I can encourage more student 
engagement in my classroom by using a 
variety of activities and technologies.



It is ALL about relationships.

I put the relation of a fine teacher to a student just 
below the relation of a mother to a son.- Thomas 
Wolfe

"Every child deserves a champion - an adult who will never 
give up on them, who understands the power of connection, 
and insists that they become the best that they can possibly 
be."   - Rita F. Pierson



What is 
Student 

Engagement?



Student Engagement -  
the degree of attention, 

curiosity, interest, optimism, 
and passion that students show 

when they are learning and 
being taught



What do engaged students look like:

● Paying attention (alert, tracking with their eyes)
● Taking notes (particularly Cornell)
● Listening (as opposed to chatting or sleeping)
● Asking questions (content related or in a game)
● Responding to questions (whole group, small group, four corners, 

Socratic Seminar)
● Following requests (participating in class)
● Reacting (laughing, talking, etc.)

http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html


What do engaged students look like:

● Reading critically (with pen in hand)
● Writing to learn (creating, planning, problem solving, discussing, 

debating, and asking questions)
● Performing/presenting, inquiring, exploring, explaining, evaluating, and 

experimenting
● Interacting with other students, gesturing and moving



Planning for 
Student 

Engagement



Planning to Engage Students
● What are the academic outcomes/goals that you hope to 

achieve?
● What strategy or strategies (whole group, cooperative 

groups, PBL, gallery walks) will help you achieve that 
outcome and engage students in learning?

● Finally, what tools (white boards, index cards, 
worksheets, posters, videos) can be used with that 
strategy?

Technology is ONE tool that can be used.  Don’t use 
technology unless it is the best tool to help you reach your 
academic goal.



Engaging 
Strategies



Students need to be involved in 

the lesson

don’t let students just sit and 

listen for more than 20 minutes



➢ Use dry erase boards

➢ Have students stand up by their desk when they 

agree with a statement or answer

➢ Play 4 corners where students move to different 

corners of the room based on their answer to 

questions

➢ Use digital graphic organizers 

➢ Do relay games by rows/tables when reviewing

➢ Pause, Star, Rank

➢ 5 Clue Challenge

➢ Tic Tac Toe template

➢ Google Drawings meme creator

https://ditchthattextbook.com/15-free-google-drawings-graphic-organizers-and-how-to-make-your-own/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/3-ways-ask-questions-engage-whole-class#:~:text=The%20Chalkboard%20Splash%20gives%20teachers,behind%20the%20content%20being%20presented.
https://www.familyconsumersciences.com/2021/02/5-clue-challenge/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10n-lTofTK1AZA0PXoMzbwI_JGMZRGYpzMgLKKYGskwg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1XUxWZcEDHWvZoJRQwW8JzVn_TGLJxoKHEJI6Ji0VqKo/edit?usp=sharing


Engaging 
Activities

● Gallery Walks

● Charades



What do students say about 
relationships?

Song and Movement 

Revolutionary War Battle 

Movements

Scale Factor Rap

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/movement-to-teach-concepts
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1LwpBcdSisuvqwSHcL7pqzM0DMSLCAAGl/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OvmIWPtqS89QjJMl2vnsIJt-81sNREvv/preview


Group Work
❖ Give careful thought to grouping size and who’s in each group 

- How will this be determined?

➢ Students’ previous performance

➢ Interests

➢ Strengths and weaknesses

➢ Randomly

❖ How will students move to their group

❖ What do YOU do while students are working in groups? What 

roles will students have within the group?

❖ What about group norms?

❖ How will students be evaluated?

https://www.edutopia.org/article/group-work-works


Other Ideas to Try
● Chat Stations 
● Wastepaper Basketball
● Tickets - give tickets for participation, preparedness, etc.  

Draw at end of week for candy
● Content Scoot
● Graffiti Wall/Board
● Text Messages - ask students to write a summary of key 

learning in txt msg form
● Small-group Brain Drain - in groups with chart paper and 

markers, have students list everything they can recall from 
lesson and underline 3 most important things

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/chat-stations/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yYVAIfGP6o5i1uc3BKLDCLoN1V-pSA4xK07lf0e5ADw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/graffiti-boards


Engaging 
Technology 

Tools



Technology Tools

https://quizlet.com/_6oqlw5
https://quizlet.com/_6oqlw5
https://www.gimkit.com/
https://www.gimkit.com/
https://flipgrid.com/44fa9e
https://flipgrid.com/44fa9e
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yKO-rsJKI2pYHTQwIHJv6yxWedTuNLJr1ePo2gHaHu4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yKO-rsJKI2pYHTQwIHJv6yxWedTuNLJr1ePo2gHaHu4/copy
https://answergarden.ch/
https://answergarden.ch/
https://www.flippity.net/
https://www.flippity.net/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://quizizz.com/
https://quizizz.com/
https://www.socrative.com/
https://www.socrative.com/


More Technology Tools

https://edpuzzle.com/assignments/5d1f71fd6e3f3440be5acbff/watch
https://edpuzzle.com/assignments/5d1f71fd6e3f3440be5acbff/watch
https://classtechtips.com/2018/12/06/ted-ed-videos/
https://classtechtips.com/2018/12/06/ted-ed-videos/
https://everfi.com/partners/k-12-educators/listing/?fwp_paged=2
https://everfi.com/partners/k-12-educators/listing/?fwp_paged=2
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/10-ways-to-use-google-drawings-in-the-classroom/?ck_subscriber_id=534737511
https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/10-ways-to-use-google-drawings-in-the-classroom/?ck_subscriber_id=534737511
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-fXKOIWMqI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-fXKOIWMqI
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://spark.adobe.com/


Summarizing: 
What is one idea that you are 
interested in trying in your 
classroom?
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